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Win tickets to

Nia’s new movie 

A queer theatre season ahead
By Ron Soltis

“The music is the kind of stuff that your grandpar-
ents would listen to and enjoy. What we do with
that is marry it with really direct lyrics about kinky
sex, bi sex, group sex, you name it. It’s all in there.”

That’s John Woods talking when asked to
describe his music. Woods is half of The Wet
Spots, a performing duo who sing such bossa nova
and jazz originals like “Threeway Rendezvous” and
“Do You Take it (in the Ass)?” Along with his part-
ner and wife, Cass King, they have wowed bur-
lesque and comedy festivals in Vancouver and its
surrounding areas. They are now taking their act
on the road and have been booked for the New
York Burlesque Festival in May. 

Before that, The Wet Spots will hit Winnipeg on
April 10. It will be a sort of homecoming for
Woods, who was raised here. He was involved with
several local punk bands (most notably Guy Smi-
ley) before his love for Brit-pop took him to Lon-
don, England before settling in Vancouver. That’s
where he met King during poetry night. 

He ended up playing guitar while she read her
poetry. The two then decided to work together
even more and found out they had more in com-
mon besides music and poetry. 

Both are “not exclusively homosexual” and they
eventually became a couple. They didn’t start writ-
ing material together until about a year and a half
into the relationship. Once they did collaborate
professionally, they wrote about things they know
best.

their audience are very diverse.  

“The subject matter that appealed to both of us
were stuff that were polysexual and kink-positive,”
Woods elaborates. “Some of the first shows we
played were in some of the fetish clubs out here
and some of the burlesque shows up here. Then
this fellow who ran just a regular run-of-the-mill
stand-up comedy club saw us playing at one of
these shows and invited us down to his club.”

Both were apprehensive at first about playing
somewhere so mainstream, especially with a show
involving audience interaction and spankings. To
their surprise, the show went well. Since then, The
Wet Spots have continued playing both under-
ground and “suburban” venues, generating great

reviews in both settings. Not surprisingly, their
audience are very diverse.  

One of their favourite numbers in the show is
a song called “Texas Annie.” The two wrote it
after discovering that sex toys are banned in five
states in the U.S., including Texas. It’s based on
a true story and tells of a big butch lesbian
charged with conspiracy to traffic sex toys.
Woods explains: 

“The neat thing about this song is when we
play in some of these suburban clubs where the
people are a little bit more…I hesitate to say red-
neck, but you can’t really get around it. They’re
usually a little bit more truck-driver-baseball-
hat-wearing redneck types. The sort of people
who might be yelling, ‘Hey you dyke!’ out of
their truck as they drive by. [But during the
song], they’re cheering for this woman because
she’s like the old-school American outlaw. Just
for that moment, these more redneck people are
on the side of the big butch lesbian and her
trunk full of dildos.”

It’s more like a down-home, friendly,

kinky polysexual hootenanny.

Woods also tells of a young straight trio (two
men and one woman) they corresponded with
who decided to have a threesome after seeing the
show, complete with some man-on-man action.
With stories like that, Woods says he’s proud to
be bringing taboo topics to middle America. This
includes his unusual marriage to King, which
they are both happy to share with the world.

“By normalizing polysexuality, for a lack of a
better term, we get to dance on the line between
comedy and advocacy,” Woods says. “Despite
the content, we’re not out to shock. It’s more like
a down-home, friendly, kinky polysexual hoote-
nanny. People in the suburbs laugh because they
think we’re kidding, and people downtown
laugh because they know we’re not.” 

Local drag performer Cassandra Crossing will emcee
The Wet Spots show (with special guests Vav Jungle)
at The West End Cultural Centre on Saturday, April
10 at 8:00 pm. Tickets are $8 in advance available
at Ticketmaster and $10 at the door.

With the winter finally behind us, it’s
comforting to know that next winter will
be made a little easier by a whole lot of
queers on the Winnipeg stage. Prairie
Theatre Exchange and Manitoba Theatre
Season recently announced their upcom-
ing 2004-2005 season with a more than
usual queer content. 

It’s headed by the playwright debut of
local actress Sharon Bajer. Bajer will pre-
miere Molly’s Veil at PTE. It’s a tale about
Charlotte Whitton, the first female may-
or in Canada who also went on to rise to
office in Ottawa.

Whitton was known for her dramatic
phrases, witty banter, and tough-as-nails
attitude. What wasn’t known until later
was her thirty-year relationship with a
woman named Margaret. The play is
based on the love letters they wrote to
each other, as well as Whitton’s personal
journals — all of which was left to the
National Archives of Canada and opened
for the first time in 1999. Bajer’s play will
examine the high cost of denying a part
of yourself in order to further your career.

Over at MTC Mainstage is a presenta-
tion of Ronald Harwood’s award-win-
ning The Dresser. It takes place in
wartime England as a traveling theatre
company prepares to perform King Lear.
As the actor playing Lear descends into
madness, his devoted gay dresser tries to
lift him up for one last stage triumph.
The play was turned into an acclaimed
movie of the same name in 1983, which
was released on DVD this month.

At MTC Warehouse are two gender-
bending presentations. The first is
Michael Tremblay’s Hosanna, described
by Eye Weekly as “a political allegory of

Quebec, a psychological drama or a
groundbreaking gay play, Hosanna is never
less than complex theatre.” It’s about
Lemieux, a misfit farm boy who flees to
Montreal. He’s a fashionable hairdresser by
day and a “woman of the world by night”
named Hosanna with a stud lover named
Cuirette. Hosanna and Cuirette spar after
a Halloween party gone bad. 

The second is Damien Atkins’ Real Live
Girl. Atkins also stars in the production,
charting his inner girl in an evening that
runs the gamut from outrageous perfor-
mance to heartfelt confession. The play
won Atkins two Dora Mavor Moore
Awards for Outstanding New Musical and
Outstanding Performance by a Male in a
Principal Role-Musical.

Also at MTC Warehouse is Provenance,
which marks the return of Ronnie Burkett to
Winnipeg. Burkett is a gay puppeteer whose
creations every few years have won acclaim
in his native Canada and the United States.
His newest creation is a play that is tender,
exotic, erotic, and wonderfully beautiful.

Finally, MTC will also mount a couple of
shows that have no direct queer content, but
are queer-friendly nonetheless. First, there’s
the revival of gay Tennessee Williams’ The
Night of the Iguana, where he once again cre-
ated three unforgettable women. And, of
course, there’s Mamma Mia!, the smash sen-
sation based on ABBA songs that started in
Toronto. 

And if all those shows are not enough,
there’s also the previously announced Rain-
bow Stage production of Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast. So when summer winds down this
year, no more complaining about how there’s
never anything for gay people to do in Win-
nipeg.                                                :s:

Local success story Nia Vardalos will pretend
to be a man pretending to be a woman in
Connie and Carla, her follow-up to My Big
Fat Greek Wedding. In this Sister Act meets
Victor/Victoria comedy, Vardalos and Toni
Collete (Muriel’s Wedding, Oscar-nominee
for The Sixth Sense) are two struggling
Chicago theatre performers who accidentally
witness a mafia hit. To hide from the mob-
sters who are after them, they move to Los
Angeles and use their middling talents at
song and dance to take on new identities as
drag queens. To their surprise, they become
the toast of the cabaret circuit. 

Like Greek Wedding, Connie and Carla is
also written by Vardalos. David Duchovny
co-stars as the as the guy Vardalos falls for,
which complicates matters even more. Also
co-starring are openly-gay actors Alec Map-
pa and Stephen Spinella as other drag per-
formers. The film opens April 16; look for a
review in next month’s issue.

Meanwhile, Swerve is giving away 10
pairs of tickets to an early screening.
For your chance to win tickets, con-
tact us by phone (942-4599), fax
(947-0554), or email (swerveme-
dia@mts.net). Leave your name and
phone number by April 12.

Couple wants to sex you up  
By Ron Soltis




